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1 # ) Only between 25 m& 3*3 per cent of the estimated labor force of the 
read transport Industry is unionised. 

2, ) Only less than 13 per cent of the industry's employees belong to the 

coiaffijni ctnior&na t ed union group, 

3, } Compared with, other French industries the influence of ooHsunist- 

dOE&nated unionism is relatively limited and appears to oe l«cl..nir g, 

4, ) There has bean no effective strike in. the industry since 1945* 

5, j Only few foreigners are employed as truckers, 

(4) Effect of orfifenlaed labor*.. felSI is. 

9P this Industry, 

(a) The Aueociatlou of Transport Federations, an affiliate- of 
the nat ional Association of French Employers (j&flgft &2ft 


is 7n ffi T v T t - gf? * has estimated that from 30,000 to 100,000 em- 
ploy see, including bus drivers , are working for trucking firs® whicr. 

1 

Approved For Release 2002/08/16 : CIA-RDP79T01049A000500090009-5 

S E £ R a 1 




Approved For Release 2002/08/16 : CIA-RDP79T01049A000500090009-5 

as a & si 

are its members and that this figure sight well be tripled if the employees 
of the numerous independent trucking fires and of the trucking sections of 
other industries are addedy According to an estimate made in the first part 
of 1951, the entire road transport industry employed about 915 ,G00 persons* 

(b) bong distance truckers are relatively wail mid. they have to 
be capable of performing minor emergency repairs and employers take this 
requirement into account in determining their wages. Local delivery drivers, 
however, aro poorly paid, earning considerably less than other comparable 
workers, for example , skilled factory hands, 

(c) The aost recent collective agreement for the industry, ms 
signed on 21 December 1950* Although the national Transport Union 

f Federation fatjPmLa Sag. 1&3SBSL S2 $£M2£&±f 2SS> » a member of the 
General Confederation of Labor, refused to sign the two annexes dealing 
specifically with truck drivers and engineers , the provisions of these 
annexes are applied throughout the industry. Collective agreements in 
other industries now us uall y provide that truckers shall be entitled to 

the same employment conditions as provided by the agreement covering the 
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trucking industry proper, Tbs basic provisions of the 1950 agreement are 
still in force, but wages hava boon raised several times, 

(d) French truckers are wail know for their distinct sens© of inde- 
pendence* Many of thas oppose organisation because they foal that union 
membership would curtail their individual fTeedon of action in an unduo 
degree. This dislike ~ uni-ww has been strengthened by the recent policy 
of the leading { eo.urainist-donlmted ) General Confederation of Labor to pur- 
sue political objaetivse^ln strikae and other union activities. Conse- 
quently, only about 25 per cent of the truckers are unionised, according 
to an estimate of the Association of Transport fedorationav 

(e) After the liberation of Franc© the General Confederation of 
Labor C2SHI) was, for several years, the only labor organisation recognised, 
by the govornr.ont as effectively representing the truckers. This situation 
changed early in 194& after a group of non- communists , ifeioh had left the 
QGT late in. 194?,. forced a rival organisation, the General Confederation 
of Labor - Workers Force f CGT - Force OuvYiere . fG}. From this time on, 
not only member unions of the new Workers Foroa but also unions belonging 
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to ether oentrai organisations began to recruit Embers in the trucking In- 
dustry, The central labor organisations, member unions of which hare been 
mat active in the road transport industry, are; 


The QGff (General Confederation of Labor ; 


dn Trava il) , Affiliated with the communist World Federation of Trade 
Onions it Is dominated by communists subject to USSR leader ship. 

With an estimated net tonal membership of 2 to 2 l/2 Billion, it Is the 


largest and goat powerful French labor organisation. Among the ambers, 


however, arc obviously many communists who distrust its political 


ma<SiiBations and who have refused to take part in strikes called merely 


for political purposes. The presence of these ambers has compelled 


COT 1 s leadership to change from overt political to seemingly economic 


action, This, however, i 3 only a change in strategy 5 the political 


Objectives of the organisation remain the same, 


'lh® jgO {General Confederation of Labor-Piorkers Force} CGT - Force 


ere) . This organise tlon is anti-communist and affiliated with 


the emti-comuni g t International Confederation of Free Trade Onions 
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(ICFTU). It has not beer* nearly as successful in attracting non- 
otannlst members as was hoped for at tbe time of Its accession# 

The total membership in. the country probably is mt larger than 
1 million and its funds are very limited. Though local jgg lead®*® 
have recently shown a certain disposition to collaborate, for purely 
economic objectives, with sone local OGT laadars, especially such 
#io have been estranged from the I5o scow-dominated headquarters, the 
probably will remain anti- co rsauni at* 

The C^TC (French Confederation of Christian Workers; Cenfsd ©ration 
dea Travnlllgurs Chretiens ) . It is an antl-comaunist federa- 
tion of unio ns and belongs to the International Federation of Christian 
Tirade Unions* Tk© national membership is around 900,000. 

The (Betional Confederation of Autonomous Unions; Conffedfr- 

ration Kation^i & -lea Syndicats Autonomies}, . This relatively new orga- 
nisation is considered reliably non- communist. Claiming 20,000 members 

la the country in 1950, it appears to be gaining in membership and 
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influence, It is not affiliated with any political party or inter- 
national labor organization. Some anti-connunist , rival labor leaders , 
however, have allayed that elements close to the DeGaulllst n Rally of 
the French People" (RjPF ) xmc® instrumental in its formation. 

The flat (General Confederation of Independent Unions;. Conf&'*!ra ~ 
Jta gjfijBflg iss Sa^lsaSa iMl aaadaate?» Formed, after the second World 
War* it is generally considered straight OeGsulliat, though rival unions 
have allied that it includes sose conaunists of Seecow and Trotskyist 
taint m& seme anarchists.; The confederation claimed a seabership of 
313,000 in 1950» hut It probably did not exceed 150 ,000 . 

The CXSG (General Confederation of Managerial Sfeployeea; Cfenffedfer? - 
t .ion Glmfcrale dee Cadres ) . This federation includes unions representing 
the vast majority of unionised members of management, especially those 
on higher levels. It is independent, non-oo -minis t , and otherwise 
politically neutral. Its sweabsrChip in all industries has been estimated 
to be between 12) ,000 and 150 ,000 . 

(£) The above data refer to the total memberships of the individual central 
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federations 3 #dch also organise truckers. In all industries in t: W 

are active, 'They show the character and relative nation-wide importance of 
the groups as such. This section deals specifically with the comparative 
strength of these sane union groups in road transport. In this industry 
estimated membership was 120,000 in 1946. In 1950 it was, however, 
down to 40, 000. In the same year, it was estimated that 35,000 siapLoyees 
in the industry belonged to the autonomous movement, 14,0*10 to the 12, , 

7,700 to the independent group, and 6,000 to the Christian sector. Accord- 
ingly, only about 29.5 par oent {92,700) of the 315 #10 Joyces of the 
road transport industry ware unionised in 1950, and less than 13 per cent 
(40,000) of the industry’s employees belonged to the communist union group. 

(g) a survey conducted ty the It such Ministry of Public dorks and 
Transports!, ion in 1951 shows the coapsrat ive strength, o- t.^® speoiflw 
passport workers* unions active In the truckin'! industry. In organising 
actual truck drivers, the non-ooiamrdst, independent National Truckers Union 
/ F&a&ration j aaa w&aa ) * w sh **‘* s firot placo 1dtii 

the conaonlst-doainated National Transport Union C jMfl EBMaa 
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ama s dg Tr ^/aort ). !Sor*3ov«r } the forme union is beginning to draw 
ahead of the latter* The rsou-csiastjaiot Bstioml jgj transport Union (Ffeirs - 
MiE IMIaBfelS JS 4 m Isnwlgi *»i the Christian Transport Workers Utelos 

(ataSto t&aaaiag. 4 m ass^lMla, asakMs, ai^anlasa 4 m IsfmmM assn 

loute g| raafe third and fourth aaong the truck drttrars* 

As to organisation of shite collar and lower technical personnel of the 
trucking industry proper j the different union aovmants rank in teporteac# 
aa follows: 

Union of Christion Salaried S&ployeaa, Technicians, and Supervisory 
iJaployeea IfcgasaiM 4sa SmtoaM SI&fe&MB. iLMUSE^k & 

Sa^ajUtos a£ igaasa 4a mm§§> aaa) > anti-oosramist. 

national J& Transport Union (gfe&gS&aa MlfiMllS, Si iM l2iM£S£i&i $ 
antl-oowsunlsrt* 

Rational ?ransi«rt Union (Eedfearatlon Nationals Jag ISaaeawe d& Transport » 
Cj jQT ) , ©osassisist-donimtefi. 

The relative strength of the unions anoag organised engineers and 
mnagcsriol mployees is; 

latioml Union of Raaagerial Steploycss in the Transport Industry 

a 
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( ftyndicat Rational d j es C&dgjgs iiS Direction Js& ifi <Lfi *^*1 

Tr<mr»rtia . SSJ» non-ooOTist. 

Nations! F0 Transport Onion ( Fidfeatlon H& §£& SlSSfifiSE^S^ s 

anti-oomraaniet , 

Federation of ^ngiiMars 1 and :,knagsrlal Ssployoos* Onions 

^fon Franc also dss §yn:dc&tj| d, * itfflfjfjniesga Hft$K I S8 t 5*222) j a ®^ 

consimist, 

Rational Union of Engineers and Managerial Employee® in tha Transport 
Industry fSradlcat Natianfil £S§ jag^BlfflSS S& Q&&JM Mm, 

OGT ) . <3®aannist-doTaiijated* 

In the Paris region, the COT group is the strongest. i*at m»t of Its 
wmhmB are local cellvery drivers. Most active among and for th® long dis- 
tance truckers every Aero in the industry apparently is "fee Independent 
(non-coTisataiist ) Rational Truckers Union. It has sought to Improve condi- 
tions on the road and has set up stops where truckers can eat and sleep at 
ff-jr vStmm cost. Although concentrating, until recently , on driver nenber- 

ship, this organisation la now organizing other type® of employees as well. 
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la this resect. It has been following the general development In the in- 
dustry, which has been away fifora craft unionism and toward industrial 
unionisa. 

{hS There has been no effective stri -re in tho trucking industry since 
1945, although the -XT has on several occasions attempted to organise in- 
dustrial warfare. 

(5) Restrictions on- caolovaent of forolmfrr? SSmsm 

There arc no official restrictions concerning employment of foreigner;; 
in the French trucking industry. The unions do not favor the hiring of 
foreigners if qualified Frenchman are available. The employers, by 
largo, take a non-discrimlnatory attitude and nmke their employment 
dependent upon qualification an. : . possession of the required work permit. 
Since, however, sufficient numbers of qualified. French workers have as yet 
been available, only few foreign truckers have been hired* Most of these 
work in the border districts of the eountry. 
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